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Fountains and public plazas developed at the center of town contribute to a cultured and enjoyable public realm 
stimulating civic pride. 

Adult school before facade revitalization. Adult school after facade revitalization. 



Paramount has structured many types 
of public-private partnerships to build 
fountains or decorative entry struc- 
tures at the key locations. The foun- 
tains and structures provide strong 
visual character, define a sense of 
arrival, and symbolize the City’s com- 
mitment to a cultured public realm. 

A fountain now stands at  the corner 
of Lakewood and Century Boulevards 
a t  the Wal-Mart shopping center. 
While the City designed-fountain was 
a condition of approval, the developer 
embraced the idea because it sends 
customer’s a message of welcome 
and respect. 

Another fountain serves as an entry 
structure called the Welcome Wall, at 
Downey Avenue and 70th Street. This 
fountain, located on a school district 
bus maintenance yard easement, was 
developed through interagency coop- 
eration. City and district staff worked 
together to design the fountain and 
walls that screen buses. 

Another fountain is on the west side 
of town at the southeast corner of 
Orange Avenue and Paramount 
Boulevard. When the property owner 
remodelled and expanded an existing 
commercial center, and the City took 
the opportunity to secure an ease- 
ment to allow for the construction of 
a fountain and small public plaza. 

Gateway fountain, Wal-Mart. 

Downtown fountain. 

The landscape setback with trees, fence, 
and grass screen views of SCE power 
lines from the street. 

Welcome Wall fountain. 
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The City has evolved a successful 
working relationship with SCE to 
implement landscape setback 
improvements screening large 
and obtrusive high-power lines 
that criss-cross the City. Because 
requirements prohibit buildings 
in these rights-of-way, they tend 
to be wide and unsightly expans- 
es. At the locations where these 
rights-of-way intersect city 
streets, Paramount has imple- 
mented a landscape improve- 
ment program which includes 
unique combinations of walls 
and fences, large canopy trees, 
shrubs, and ground cover. 

Trees with large canopies screen 
industrial uses from street view. 



Above: Downey Street offers shade through a 
dense foliage and planting pattern. 

Above right: Alondra Boulevard offers seasonal 
color in the median. 

Right: Well trimmed trees on Paramount Boulevard 
protect driver views near busy intersections. 

Paramount is committed to improving streets with land- 
scape medians and setbacks in front of commercial, indus- 
trial, and residential uses. A variety of tree, shrub, and 
ground cover types are used. Trees are closely spaced and 
selected to suit their purpose: for example, near intersec- 
tions they are shaped so as not to impinge on driver sight 
lines, while in residential areas large canopies provide 
shade and screen views. 

Art in public spaces, flower beds, 
and stylistic bus stops enhancing 
the transit-rider experience all con- 
tribute to a cultured and enjoyable 
public realm that has identity and 
character which stimulates civic 
pride. The City features over 20 
major outdoor art pieces. 

Above: Public art and 
landscape design enhance 
major street intersections. 

Right: Stylistic bus shelter 
provides all-season 

protection to  transit-riders. 

Far Right: Seasonal flowers 
and art enhance the 

building design. 









inateb and Tar 
Coordinated and targeted public and private 
investments stimulate commercial revitalization 
and create the conditions-an attractive city that 
looks safe and clean, and has pride of ownership- 
that encourage residents to buy locally. When resi- 
dents buy locally they support the long-term eco- 
nomic sustainability of the city, which is the hall- 
mark of a livable community. If spent wisely, tar- 
geted public "seed money" can leverage significant 
private investments. 
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Team ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~. Each small, incremental 
decision and investment adds up to more than the 
sum of the parts, and can have significant and 
enduring effects. 

ragress is ~~~~~~~~ ta Long 

it ~~~~~~~~ Simple and modest invest- 
ments such as those funded with community 
development block grant funds, or with redevelop- 

ment funds, can leverage significant incremental 
private sector investments. 

iD and ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ to 
aas: Political will and commitment on the 

part of both elected officials and staff is necessary 
to overcome complex problems. 

w4 ~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~ aatd Face Pro 
Communities which identify, define, and face 
problems, as the City of Paramount did following 
the 1982 Rand Study, have a better chance of suc- 
cess at developing creative solutions. 
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c3f2 ~~~~~~~~ Breeds SUU:CC%~S. By continued 
commitment, care, and attention to details, city 
staff gains a reputation for reliability, service, and 
quality results that leads other business owners to 
participate in improvement programs. 

~~~~~~~~~~~ can  "iield ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~ The negotiating skills of staff, including 
insistence on achieving citywide objectives while 
remaining flexible to address the individual con- 
cerns of business owners is key. 




